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A MAJOR SOLDIER
The military career of Frank Bailey DCM

Ted Bailey

The Book
This is the story of Frank Bailey, a man whose ordinary demeanour 
in civilian life hid a record of active service and heroism in the 
Great War.

He embarked on a 36-year long career with the Essex Regiment 
when he left his tiny rural community and enlisted a few weeks 
after the death of Queen Victoria. This remarkable journey took 
him far away from England to the colonies, the beaches of Gallipoli 
and the trenches at Beaumont Hamel in The Somme. 

It is a touching personal story which starts 
with a dramatic rescue and youthful memories 
of this quiet man and along the way unearths 
an unknown family and a brother killed in 
action. With the men of Essex, we relive the 
gross horrors of the now infamous campaigns 
of the Great War, including the famous tank 
battle at Cambrai where Frank earned the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal for gallantry in 
the field.

After surviving that terrible conflict, grandad Frank finally retired 
with honour as a Major and his story is indeed that of A Major 
Soldier.

The Author
Ted Bailey was born in Brentwood, Essex during the Blitz. He 
initially worked in London schools and the Essex Youth and Adult 
Service. For over twenty years he trained teachers in the higher 
education sector, completed a Doctorate and has had articles 
published in relevant journals. A long standing love of history and 
its reach into contemporary society is what led to him exploring 
his grandfather Frank’s military life and the writing of this book.  
During the search a hitherto unknown extended family was 
unearthed and he is continuing with this genealogical detection.
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